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“Describe 2020 in one picture.” 
-Laurie Lambert 

Execu9ve Director 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT
I am wri9ng this March of 2021, and as I look back on 2020, I think the hardest part of wri9ng this report will be to try and avoid the many, many phrases that 
became overused in describing the year 2020. So – I will try not to say “unprecedented”, “challenging”, “quaran9ne”, “social distance”, or “COVID safe protocols” any 
more in this report! 

With that said, I am truly AMAZED with the people in our tennis community of Utah. Once play was allowed to begin again on June 1, players were SO happy to be 
back on the court. Everyone seemed to appreciate that tennis was a bonus, an outlet for fun, and the joy of playing was real and evident every day.  

Our organiza9on was very lucky to have community partners that were allowing play on their courts. This was not true in many other areas of the country. Due to 
our great partnership with each facility, high school, and public parks, the UTA was able to get leagues, outreach programs, and tournaments back in play. As the UTA 
is a non-profit organiza9on, the threat of cancelled programming was very stressful to the boWom line. We are very grateful that, in the end, we were able to 
con9nue to offer quality programming to the public to offer everyone the chance to play the sport of a life9me. 

Our Utah State Open grew by many dozens of players as juniors from around the Intermountain region travelled to Salt Lake for one of the first opportuni9es back 
for compe99ve junior play. Robin Wise scrambled to find enough courts to handle the huge influx of players. 

Ally Sundberg must have re-worked the league schedule 20 9mes last year in order to get as much play for as many people and leagues as possible. She was very 
crea9ve in making changes to formats, weeks of play etc in order to keep people on the court as much as they were asking. We were not sure whether league players 
would sit out this year, and while some did, many came back for play. In addi9on, the influx of new players into our sport was amazing.  

The Na9onal USTA shows numbers of 4 million new players to the sport in 2020 and our phone was ringing off the hook with people asking to join the fun. Gretchen 
Soffe created many new social formats to bring the new to tennis players out in droves. Gretchen offered programs in the parks at night for new players, programs 
for Young Adults in our community, short format 4Score tournaments, and she connected new players to teams for league in huge numbers. Gretchen saw how much 
excitement people had for tennis and she worked hard to make sure everyone interested found a home on the courts in our area. 

GarreW Snyder took the disappointment of a cancelled Boys High School Season to create 3 “Pandemic” High School tournaments. Offering an opportunity for the 
boys high school age to compete in a replacement season was hugely gra9fying for GarreW and some very thankful junior boys. The recrea9onal programming that 
GarreW has started is growing tremendously. There is such a need for players to find the ability to play compe99ve matches in a non-compe99ve secng – it’s a great 
step between lesson taking and tradi9onal tournament formats. The Girls High School camp was a huge success as again, GarreW took great pains to make sure the 
girls were safe and able to prac9ce before their season. 

Anthony Panuzio in our office worked hard all year round trying to let the public know about the non-stop programming changes that were happening. Keeping 
facebook, Instagram, twiWer, and our website current with informa9on was a never-ending challenge. In addi9on, the USTA began the process of major changes to 
the rankings and tournament structure that has kept Anthony in constant baWle to let the public know of the new status of programming. 

I am so proud to be part of an organiza9on that has a strong Board of Directors who always supports our team trying something new. They allow our staff to offer 
new programs that may succeed, or fail, without fear. Keeping the products of our game evolving to be a posi9ve experience in the public’s lives is our mission. I am 
very grateful that I have a job with a goal of bringing joy to our community. As I look back on the year 2020, there was never a year that needed more opportuni9es 
for joy than this one. 

Gratefully –Laurie Lambert 



JUNIOR PROGRAMS
During the 2020 global pandemic, GarreW Snyder created unique formats 

and opportuni9es for kids in Utah to play tennis. GarreW created new 
tournament-like formats that were both fun and less compe99ve so kids 
of all ages and levels had an event tailored to them. These events were 

mostly round robins that would take place in one day.   

These events included:  

USTA Junior Circuit Events 
USTA Team Tournament Events 

USTA High School Pandemic Singles Tournament 
USTA High School Pandemic Doubles Tournament 

USTA High School Pandemic JV Singles Tournament 
USTA Boys HS Training Camp 
USTA Girls HS Training Camp 



NTRP ADULT LEAGUE
2020 was a great year for league play in the state of Utah. 

Check out these league numbers!  

Winter League 
Teams: 96  

Players: 1,291 

USTA 18 & Over Mixed Doubles 
Teams: 27  

Players: 441  

USTA 18 & Over 
Teams: 104  

Players: 1,462 

2.5 Women Summer League 
Teams: 8  

Players: 65 

USTA 55 & Over 
Teams: 21  

Players: 225 

USTA 65 & Over 
Teams: 4  

Players: 35 

ITA Fall Mixed Doubles 
Teams: 31  

Players: 507 

UTA Fall Outdoor League 
Teams: 94 

 Players: 1,301 

UTA Fall Indoor 
Teams: 85  

Players: 1,090 

World Team Tennis 
Teams: 25 

UTA Tri-Level League 
Teams: 6  

Players: 90 

UTA 18-39 League 
Teams: 6  

Players: 58 
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WORKING COMMITTEES

ADULT PROGRAMS COMMITTEE - JAKE JOHNSON, CHAIR 
The Adults Program Committee is responsible for the development and administration of leagues and tournaments. Utah 
Tennis Association provides USTA Leagues under the governance of the USTA and other leagues. Leagues are designed to 
provide the opportunity for year-round-competition in a team format. USTA Leagues available for various men and women 
groups (18 & Over, 18-39, 40 & Over, 55 & Over, 65 & Over and Mixed Doubles). UTA leagues include Winter, Fall 
Outdoor and Fall Indoor. Skill levels range from 2.5 to 5.0 NTRP, as well as combined NTRP 6.0 to 10.0+. Overall league 
participation continues to grow.  

Adult Programs Committee Members: Scott Ingham, Katy Higgins, Jake Johnson, Bre Debry, Janine Piper, Dave Ludlow, 
Chris Bleak, Joe Pia 

NEW PROGRAMS COMMITTEE - KIM WARREN, CHAIR 
Most of our plans were put on hold due to Covid-19, but that didn't stop us from holding committee meetings in the park 
to discuss new ideas.  As always, Kim Warren kept us on task and added new members to the group. Our discussions 
included: Incentivizing League Captains, New Player Orientation Video, and enhancing/promoting Tri-Level League.  All 
committee members continue to display passion and enthusiasm for the game as we work together to grow 
our community. 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE _ SCOTT HINTON, CHAIR 
Our big event of the year, PRIDE 2020, was cancelled due to Covid-19.  Individuals on the committee continue to be 
notified of New-To-Utah players who could use some help assimilating into our tennis community.  When new players are 
contacted by a member of the Outreach Committee, we believe that their Utah tennis experience becomes immediately 
productive and positive. 



UTA GRIEVANCE, RULES, REGULATIONS and BYLAWS COMMITTEE  

The committee’s primary responsibility continues to be resolving grievances and complaints filed by members in connection with sanctioned tournaments 
and leagues. It is the responsibility of the Grievance Committee to balance the interests of the person who is the subject of the grievance, his or her 
teammates, and very importantly, other players who may be impacted by the complaint or incident. It is critical that, at the time of the incident, 
complaints be directed to local umpires, the local league coordinator, or the tournament desk for immediate handling. Parents are advised to restrain 
themselves in connection with their children’s matches and to resort to appropriate remedies. All players and spectators are expected to adhere to the 
Code of Conduct, the Rules of Tennis, the UTA Spectator Policy, and demonstrate good sportsmanship, so that everyone can have a fun and enjoyable 
experience on and off the court.

UTAH WHEELCHAIR TENNIS COMMITTEE — MARIANNE PAGE ORR, CHAIR 

The Wheelchair Tennis Committee is constantly working to reach new people in the community who could fall in love with tennis 
through participating in a wheelchair. Many outreach activities throughout the year encourage people in our community to try 
wheelchair tennis. With many sports chairs available from the UTA for the public to try, the wheelchair committee joins other 
organizations, such as the VA, the Salt Lake County Adaptive Recreation programming, TRAILS, and the Spina Bifida Family support 
program to bring tennis sports chairs, racquets, balls and our volunteers to community outreach events. Once a player has expressed 
interest in learning and participating in wheelchair tennis, the UTA Wheelchair committee offers multiple opportunities to participate. 
Weekly clinics for juniors take place throughout the summer at Liberty Park. Adults also have weekly opportunities to play at Liberty 
Park and then at Sports Mall in the winter months. Due to the generosity of donations, sponsors, and grant money, the UTA is able to 
offer all of these playing experiences at no cost to the participants. Marianne Orr and Dean Oba are critical to the success of these 
programs, volunteering their time twice a week to make sure the kids and adults have great instruction and can join the fun.  

The main event of the year was the top National Wheelchair coaches in the country leading a group of 20 participants from many 
states through a 4 day camp to enhance their skill levels. Coaches this year included Jason Allen , Jon Devorss from Portland, Kendall 
Chitambar from Colorado, Rick Draney from Loa, Utah and Lindsay Rawstorne from Ivory Ridge. This camp is an incredible 
opportunity for players to learn from the best and further enhance their skills in wheelchair tennis. 

 Committee Members – Rick Draney, Dean Oba, Trish Oba, Marianne Page Orr

WORKING COMMITTEES



TOURNAMENT &  
PLAYER DEVELOPMENT  

COMMITTEE

. 

  
2020 was a mixed year for Tournaments.  For quite a while tennis 
tournaments were shut down due to Covid 19.  Overall for the year 
we had 82 tournaments that had been sanctioned.  41 of those were 
cancelled due in large part to the USTA pausing on tournaments and 
State and City health regulations.  
When tournament players were finally able to play tournaments 
again, we had a huge response with many of our District tournaments 
exceeding their record participation numbers. 
  
The Tournament and Player Development Committee members meet 
three to four times a year to discuss tournaments, player 
development programs and the development of our junior players.  
This is a very committed group of volunteers and they truly care 
about the development of our Utah junior players. 
  
Chair – Holly Hasler 
Committee Members – Lindsay Rawstorne, Brian Moore, Bob Juhasz, 
Joey Johnson, Tony Wallin, Tiffin Tullis, Mike White, Matt Stohl and 
Tanner Frey.   
Staff – Robin Wise 



WORKING 2 MAKE TENNIS FUN

SOCIAL TENNIS  

While COVID had a definite impact in 2020, our outdoor social programs were very 
popular.  Several reports listed tennis as a top activity that was safe to participate in 
with proper social guidelines in place.  The programs and events we held included: 

-  NEW TO TENNIS Social Group 
Held in June and July at Olympus Hills Park.  This program was targeted at players 
interested in getting back into the game and eventually participating in League.  It was 
a great place for participants to connect with other tennis players and learn about 
tennis opportunities in our community. 

-  YOUNG ADULT SOCIAL LEAGUE 
Two hour socials were held in June, July, September and October for young 
adults between the ages of 18 to 39.  In August, we held a 4 week social league at 
Olympus Hills Park with games, drills and match play 

-  WOMEN'S 4SCORE ONE DAY TOURNAMENT 
In September, 3 division specific 4SCORE tournaments were held averaging 50 players 
per tournament.  Held at Sports Mall on their outdoor courts, these tournaments 
provided an opportunity to play tennis and enjoy friends while competing for the 1st 
place trophy. 

- Gretchen Soffe, USTA UTAH Outreach Coordinator
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WORKING 2 MAKE TENNIS FUN
SOCIAL MEDIA 

In 2020, the USTA Utah Social Media accounts took a big leap forward.  

Despite the challenges of keeping the public in the know with the COVID-19 Global 
Pandemic, we were able to grow our IG and Twitter following by 50%. We also grew 
our media archives by over 10,000 pictures and videos.   

Gretchen Soffe took on the challenge of creating company Tik-Tok videos for Tik-Tok 
and Instagram. Mixing these videos in with other pictures and forms of media, the 
USTA Utah social engagement grew by 100% in 2020. We are constantly creating new 
ways to market and promote our products. We cannot wait to see what fun projects 
we take on in 2021.  

- Anthony Panuzio  
Communication Coordinator



WORKING 2 MAKE TENNIS FUN
SOCIAL MEDIA 

In 2020, the USTA Utah Social Media accounts took a big leap forward.  

Despite the challenges of keeping the public in the know with the COVID-19 Global 
Pandemic, we were able to grow our IG and Twitter following by 50%. We also grew 
our media archives by over 10,000 pictures and videos.   

Gretchen Soffe took on the challenge of creating company Tik-Tok videos for Tik-Tok 
and Instagram. Mixing these videos in with other pictures and forms of media, the 
USTA Utah social engagement grew by 100% in 2020. We are constantly creating new 
ways to market and promote our products. We cannot wait to see what fun projects 
we take on in 2021.  

- Anthony Panuzio  
Communication Coordinator



UTAH TENNIS FOUNDATION
The Utah Tennis Foundation is a 501c3 non-profit organization established in 1987. This 
organization, which works closely with the Utah Tennis Association, seeks to open doors to 
players who might not otherwise be able to afford the sport of tennis. Through our fundraising 
efforts and donations, the Utah Tennis Foundation was able to help hundreds of players in our 
state in 2020. The Utah Tennis Foundation has several areas of assistance for players and 
community partners. 

• Grants: Parks and Recreation Departments, Private or Public facilities, and Community 
Champions can apply for up to a $1000 grant available each year to help with programming, 
expenses, or player need in their area. Examples of grant money needs could be – windscreens 
expenses, balls and equipment for subsidized programming, money to provide player gifts, end 
of season party assistance, or help in paying instructors for free community based programming. 
To apply for a grant, contact Laurie Lambert at llambert@utahtennis.com  

•Player Scholarships: Based on family financial need, good sportsmanship, and stated goals for 
tennis development, players may apply to become a Utah Tennis Foundation sponsored player. 
Assistance will vary from tournament entry fees, equipment support, and/or training expenses 
paid for by the Foundation. At any time, the UTF has approximately 10 players receiving 
scholarship assistance.  

•Wheelchair Programming Support: Through monies donated, and grants written, the UTF 
provides the money to support the wheelchair tennis program in the state. These funds 
purchase equipment, court time, and pro time to deliver free programming for the majority of 
the wheelchair programs each year.  

•  Out-of-State Travel Assistance: Junior players competing at the highest level incur high 
expenses each year for tournament entry fees, hotels, and travel expenses to compete in 
tournaments out of the state of Utah. To support these players, who represent our great state 
while they play elsewhere, the UTF provides end-of-year financial support to help progress 
each player’s tennis career. District tournament play is a requirement to receive this money.  

•For more information on this portion of the UTF support, please contact Robin Wise at 
rwise@utahtennis.com  

•  Subsidies for UTA programs: The UTF also helps subsidize expenses for programs run through 
the UTA such as Team Utah, CTC, Junior 4Scores and the Liveball program. By subsidizing 
these programs, our hope is that all players interested in participating in these additional 
opportunities for training are able to afford to join.



AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS

The UTAH TENNIS HALL OF FAME  

The Utah Tennis Hall of Fame was founded in 1993 to honor and recognize those 
individuals who have made outstanding contributions to tennis in Utah. 
Candidates are nominated and elected based on admission as either a Player – 
acknowledging their achievements in tennis as either a junior and/or and adult. 
Or, candidates can be inducted as Contributors – a person who has made 
outstanding contributions to the sport of tennis in the state of Utah. 
Applications are available at Utah Tennis Association for consideration. While 
2020 did not host an induction ceremony, applications are still being accepted 
for a planned ceremony in 2022. 

One of Utah Tennis Hall of Fame inductees was honored and Inducted into the 
Intermountain Tennis Hall of Fame this year – Jim Osborne. Jim is a legend in the 
state of Utah, has an incredible resume as a tennis professional, and was 
inducted into the Intermountain Tennis Hall of Fame in December 2019. 

Other committee members include: Jim Osborne, Bill Bennion, Marilyn Wallin, 
Drew Sweet, Fritz Heinecke, Ric Hammond, Carolee Hammel, and administrative 
help from Laurie Lambert.



SPONSORS/SUPPORTERS

Utah Tennis AssociaIon is honored to receive support from the following sponsors. Their generosity is 
criIcal to fulfilling the goals of our organizaIon. 



TREASURER’S REPORT
STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES AND NET ASSETS 

(PREPARED WITHOUT AUDIT) 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31ST, 2020

REVENUES AND OTHER SUPPORT 

DUES - 
GRANTS - 
OTHER INCOME -  
PROGRAM FEES 
SPONSORHIP AND FUNDRAISING -  
UJTF PROGRAM ASSISTANCE -  
USED BALL SALES -  
INTEREST INCOME -  

TOTAL REVENUES - 

(UNRESTRICTED) TOTAL 

$55,496 
$189,084 
$10,945 
$426,242 
$13,904 
$2,000 
$1,324 
$84 

$699,129

NET ASSETS RELEASED FROM RESTRICTION 

SATISFACTION OF PROGRAM RESTRICTIONS -  
SATISFACTION OF ASSET ACQUISITION - 

TOTAL REVENUES, GAIN, AND OTHER SUPPORT - 

EXPENSES 

PROGRAM SERVICES-  
GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE - 
DEVELOPMENT AND FUNDING -  

TOTAL EXPENSES - 

(UNRESTRICTED) TOTAL 

$699,129

$673,051



TREASURER’S REPORT
STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES AND NET ASSETS 

(PREPARED WITHOUT AUDIT) 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31ST, 2020

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS -  (UNRESTRICTED) TOTAL 

$26,078

NET ASSETS - BEGINNING OF YEAR -   

NET ASSETS - END OF YEAR -

$533,293 

$559,371



ANNUAL AWARDS

Boys Junior Grand Prix Winner - Luke Golding 
Girls Junior Grand Prix Winner - Sophie Hastings 

David L. Freed Award Winner - Bob Haines 
Extraordinary Friend of Tennis Award - Governor Gary Herbert 
Organization of the Year Award - Rob Allen (Utah Youth Tennis) 

Volunteer of the Year Award - Sergio Farfan 
Janet Dowse Award Winner - Jacque Dunyon 

Developmental Coach of the Year Award - Bob Juhasz  
Captain of the Year Award - Jake Johnson  

Captain of the Year Award - Stefanie Maddox 
Ruby Hammel Award Winner - Macy Richards 

Linda Vincent Community Service Award Winner - Liz Warner 
Growing the Game Award - Delia Bayna  
Glass Ball of Officiating - Cheryl Jameson  

Family of the Year - Ferguson / Lewis Family 
HS Player of the Year Winner - Luke Pearson 

HS Team of the Year - Skyridge High Girls 

19
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